
Deleuze and Psychoanalysis 





Schizoanalysis 

Body-without-organs 

Assemblages 

Becoming 

Becoming-woman 

Rhizome 

Lines of flight 

Deterritorialisation/reterritorialisation 

Chaosmos 

Intensity 

 



The gap between the archetype 
and the archetypal image - a 
problem of theory 

The passivity of the analyst – a 
problem of practice 

The operation of transference – 
a problem of process 



Neumann 

The creation myth/the original 
unity 

The hero myth/the separation of 
the systems 

The transformation myth/ 
Centroversion and stages of life 
 



Kant 
Synthesis of apprehension/ 
sensibility 

Synthesis of reproduction/ 
understanding 

Synthesis of recognition/ 
reason 



Deleuze 

First passive synthesis of time – 
habit, present 

Second passive synthesis of time 
– memory, past 

Third synthesis of time – empty 
form of time, eternal recurrence 
 

 



1st synthesis - Collective 
unconscious, archetypes 
2nd synthesis -Archetypal 
image – Collective 
memory, collective 
consciousness, cultural 
complexes 
3rd synthesis -The human 
– Future, infinity 



What does it mean: the empty form of time or 
third synthesis? The Northern Prince says ‘time 
out of joint’… The joint, cardo, is what ensures 
the subordination of time to those properly 
cardinal points through which pass the 
periodic movements which it measures (time, 
number of movement, for the soul as much as 
for the world). By contrast, time out of joint 
means demented time or time outside the 
curve which gave it a god, liberated from its 
overly simple circular figure, freed from the 
events which made up its content, its relation 
to movement overturned; in short, time 
presenting itself as an empty and pure form. 
(Deleuze, Difference and Repetition) 



… one steps outside what’s been thought 
before, once one ventures outside what’s 
familiar and reassuring, once one has to 
invent new concepts for unknown lands, 
then methods and moral systems break 
down and thinking becomes… a 
“perilous act,” a violence, whose first 
victim is oneself… Thinking is always 
experiencing, experimenting… and what 
we experience, experiment with, is… 
what’s coming into being, what’s new, 
what’s taking shape. [Deleuze] 

 



And though this desire opens the door to the most 
dangerous possibilities, we cannot help seeing it as a 
courageous enterprise and giving it some measure of 
sympathy. It is no reckless adventure, but an effort 
inspired by deep spiritual distress to bring meaning 
once more into life on the basis of fresh and 
unprejudiced experience. Caution has its place, no 
doubt, but we cannot refuse our support to a serious 
venture which challenges the whole of the personality. 
If we oppose it, we are trying to suppress what is best in 
man – his daring and his aspirations. And should we 
succeed, we should only have stood in the way of that 
invaluable experience which might have given meaning 
to a life. [Jung] 

 



The imaginatio, as the alchemists 
understand it, is in truth a key that opens 
the door to the secret of the opus… The 
place or the medium of realization is 
neither mind nor matter, but that 
intermediate realm of subtle reality which 
can be adequately only expressed by the 
symbol. The symbol is neither abstract 
nor concrete, neither rational nor 
irrational, neither real nor unreal. [Jung] 

 



Underneath all reason lies delirium, and drift. - 
Gilles Deleuze 


